the evidence for interactions with smoking by asbestos or uranium exposure, it is pointed out that, whereas the risk of lung cancer from asbestos exposure appears to be only among smokers, there is evidence of a substantial risk from uranium in non-smokers. There is a most interesting section on the contribution of atmospheric pollution to lung cancer.
Succeeding chapters describe the histological subtypes of lung cancer in accordance with the WHO classification of Kreyberg, animal experimental work on host defences including Vitamin A, and the various animal models. A chapter on the less harmful cigarette includes much information perhaps not readily available to many concerned with the disease. It also focuses attention on an approach to prevention which, in the face of prevailing attitudes to smoking, cannot be ignored. After a discussion of preventive measures, the book concludes with a series of recommendations in the field of research and prevention. These include further work on industrial lung carcinogens and possible synergism with smoking, together with factors influencing susceptibility to the disease. It is urged that the WHO classification of histological types be more widely applied and efforts made to relate these to specific carcinogens. It is understandable that this workshop can offer no new recommendation for preventing lung cancer. Only governmental action can be decisive. In its absence, education and the development of less harmful cigarettes have to be pursued.
This book can be recommended as a valuable review of the subject. This is a comprehensive account of the preparation, properties and uses of concanavalin A (Con A). Intended primarily for laboratory research workers, it has a strong practical orientation. More than 70 authors have contributed detailed descriptions of techniques of which they have expert knowledge; each contribution summarizes many man-hours of hard-won laboratory experience.
The subject matter is presented in 6 sections: Introduction, Microscopy, Quantitative methods, Agglutination, Separatory techniques and Biological effects. A concise introduction by G. L. Nicholson reviews the principal features of Con A and its uses. This is followed by 3 informative reviews on the preparation and chemical properties of Con A, its molecular structure and the specificity of its binding to carbohydrates These reviews are most useful, particularly in view of the wide spectrum of disciplines among potential users of Con A. For example, probably few biologists have time or inclination to search through chemical literature for data on carbohydrate-binding specificity or the effects of temperature, pH and ionic strength on the Con A dimer-tetramer equilibrium, but information of this sort is highly relevant when designing or interpreting experiments.
The subject of Con A in fluorescence and electron microscopy is covered in 10 contributions which describe the preparation and uses of fluorescent Con A derivatives, ferritin and peroxidase-bound Con A, and various techniques in electron microscopy such as
